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Wednesday 9th February 2022

News from our classrooms:
It’s been great to visit the classrooms and observe how settled everyone is, especially our Foundation
students. Thanks again to our parents and teachers for their preparation and support. It is always tricky
building your stamina again after the long holiday break. I know I have needed some early nights! The cooler
evenings are most welcome too.
Our school Facebook page is still a good source of information and a way of getting messages out to families
quickly. Miss Douglas does a great job keeping it updated. Please remember to access the Sentral Parent
Portal for messages, processing absences and accessing reports too. if you need help, just ask —there are lots
of experts to help!
Sponsorship donation:
Thank you to our local Medical Practice (Golden City Medical Practice) for their generous financial
sponsorship. It will help support the purchase of fresh fruit and supplies for our school’s Brekky Club and the
Fresh Fruit Friday platters for classrooms.

Smile Squad:
Permission slips went home late last year, for families to access this free Dental Screening service. It will start
this Thursday. There are still some vacancies. If you would like your child to participate, please contact the
school office for a permission form.
Just a quick revision re COVID safe processes. We continue to limit visitors on–site and ask that parents
please do not enter classrooms or corridors. The Admin area can be accessed via the Webster St entrance
where we ask that all visitors provide evidence of vaccination, check in and wear masks please.
Please let us know ( either via email, phone or text) if your child is a close family contact or tests positive to
COVID, so we may contact you for support and follow up. I will continue to notify all families (in affected
classroom/s ) if a student or staff member tests positive to COVID.
TOMORROW EVENING we are holding our Foundation to Grade Six Information Sessions (including
information about our Wilson McCaskill programme) via Webex. Times and Webex room numbers have been
communicated via email. Its also a good chance to ask questions and share experiences too. Please join the
sessions if you can. We will be holding weekly assemblies on Fridays, via Webex. Your child’s teacher will
email you the Webex room number if you wish to join. The assembly this week is being hosted by Grade 6
Condon.
Hope that you are enjoying the Winter Olympics too. Have a good week. Mandy C.

Mandy Costello, Principal
Be Your
Amanda.Costello@education.vic.gov.au
Best!

Sharon Frappell, Business Manager
Sharon.Frappell@education.vic.gov.au

Term 1, Week 3
Regular Events

Special Events

Camp Aust OSHC

Thursday 10 February

Every day, Monday to Friday, 3- 6pm

F-2 and 3-6 Information Nights via Webex
Monday 14 February
School Council Meeting

BEFORE SCHOOL CLUBS—8am—8:30

Thursday 3 March

Mondays

School Photo Day

Library Club

Friday 4 March

Tuesdays

Clean Up Australia Day school-wide activity

Library Club

Monday 7 March

Wednesdays

School Council Meeting
Monday 14 March

Brekky Club

Labour Day Public Holiday

Thursdays

Wednesday 16 March

Fun Fit Thursdays
Meet at 8am at Garden Gully

Grade F-6 Athletics Day at Flora Hill
Monday 21 March
Pupil Free Day
Friday 8 April
Last day of Term 1—2pm finish.
Shave for a Cure

Pre-loved uniforms are available via click and collect.
Please email Louise Rodriquez to find out what is available and organise your order. Thank you!
Louise.Rodriquez@education.vic.gov.au
All donations of pre-loved items welcome!

3/4W
This term, our Respectful Relationships topic is ‘Emotional
Literacy’. This is the first topic in the RR program, and involves
students learning how to recognise, understand and respond to
emotions appropriately.
On Fridays in Grade 3/4W, we started off the term by thinking about what we might feel in particular
situations. After a group discussion, the students split up into pairs and focused on four emotions per
pairing. They worked together to list the different times someone might feel
the emotion listed.
After some time spent writing, the
students shared their ideas with the
rest of the class. You can see some of
their responses here.

Hello!
It’s lovely to be back in the music room again for another year. With any luck we
will be singing a lot more this year than we have the last two years, and of course
we will continue to dance and learn to play a wide range of instruments.
At this stage I am hoping to have the grade 3-6 choir up and running in terms 2 &
4, but I will keep everyone posted if anything changes.

Musical Jenga
This week in Music, grades 3-6 have been trying their hand at
Musical Jenga. Concentrating on keeping a steady beat is the
musical element most important in this game, as staying on
the beat means everyone in the class gets to have a turn at
taking a block and placing it on top.
Here are some grade six students concentrating on keeping
the tower standing...

The grade 3/4 classes listened to a piece of music called The Lark Ascending written in
1914 by composer Vaughan Williams. Quite a few students asked me to write the title
and composers name down for them so they could listen at home, so I thought I’d add it
here for anyone that would like to listen to the lovely soaring violin and gentle accompanying orchestra. Let me know what you think! Miss Finch

Welcome back to Gardening!
Firstly a big thank you to families, staff and
volunteers who came in over the holidays to take
care of our gardens and chooks. It makes all the
difference!
It was great to see everyone this week and have
some time to refresh our memory about safe
tool use and the names of different fruits,
vegetables and herbs.
Grades 1,2,3 and 4 all did a treasure hunt to find
as many different edible plants as they could in
the top veggie patch. Mr MB’s 1/2s got the most
with a list of 20!

See if you can find them..
Beans, tomatoes, eggplant, strawberry, zucchini, cabbage, mint, lemon balm, rosemary,
capsicum, apples, pears, corn, fig, parsley, basil, carrots, potatoes, sage, fennel.
There’s also rhubarb, nectarine, grape and parsnip.
Lots of things to help us improve our food literacy!
We have also started a fresh produce station outside the library for families to come and
collect any veggies not used or handed out in gardening. This produce will be available on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays only.
Happy Gardening!
Sara

Welcome to our new students and families...
Jasmeet Karwal
And welcome to all
Blake Pakot
of our Foundation
Ayla and Luca Thompson
students too!
Aoife and George Morton

Marli Hopgood
Nem Palihana
Abbey Sawyer
Kaelah Russell

In the absence of being able to hold a traditional ‘Working Bee’, we are seeking some
families to help spread soft-fall under the Upper Playground after school this Friday 11th
February from 3 – 4 pm please! Our school tools (rakes, shovels and wheel barrows) will be
available for use from 3- 4 pm.
*If you cannot make it on Friday, maybe you might consider coming in over the weekend to spread some
mulch around- BYO tools then though! If you can help, please see Mrs Kirkpatrick after school on Friday
in the Upper Playground. Any time you can give will be greatly appreciated!
Thank you!!

Security at school:
We have invested in some
security cameras that were
installed in the holidays. We
are one of the few schools in
central Bendigo that allow public access to our school
grounds after hours. It has been pleasing to note that
there is often minimal damage to buildings and
grounds. The installation of these cameras will further
assist in protecting our school building and gardens.
Mrs Costello

Parking Services from the City of Greater Bendigo have
contacted our school and requested that the following
information be conveyed to our school community.
The illegal parking of vehicles adjacent to our school poses a safety concern to children, pedestrians and
other road users. Parents are reminded that it is essential to comply with parking restrictions when
dropping off and collecting children from school.
Motorists must not stop in no stopping areas, even briefly, with or without the motor running. They must
not stop next to a continuous yellow edge line, on nature strips, too close to school crossings, park over
driveways or double park. A number of schools have short term time restricted areas, such as 2 minute pick
up drop off. These parking areas are in place to allow for ease of access close to schools and these
restrictions must be adhered to. Drivers should also be aware that they cannot perform a U-turn over an
unbroken or continuous dividing line.

With regard to children’s crossings, the law requires that a driver approaching a children’s crossing must
drive at a speed at which the driver can, if necessary stop
safely before the crossing. Please slow down and take extra
care when driving in school zones.
City of Greater Bendigo Parking Officers and Bendigo Police
do conduct random patrols throughout the school year at
various locations to ensure that motorists are adhering to the
Road Rules.

03 5482 3190
Admin.mrr@msp.com.au
https://www.msp.com.au/parents/

Photo envelopes are on their way home.
Keep an eye on your child’s bag for the envelope
with ordering information on it.

New patients welcome
https://www.goldencitymedicalclinic.com.au/

We hope the new school year has started well. We wanted to advise you that the Noone
Bendigo trading hours are being changed, now that we are returning to standard Saturday
trade, from this weekend.
The new trading hours on Saturday will be 9am-12pm. We had previously opened and
closed an hour later, but have made this change on the back of a large number of families
finding it easier to come in store early on a Saturday, before sporting commitments. We will
continue to be open 9am-5pm Monday to Friday and closed on Sundays and public holidays,

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond
the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out
on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part
of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS

HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF
application form or download from the website below.

FUND (CSEF)
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in
the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy
curriculum.
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special
consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting
activities for the benefit of your child.

The annual CSEF amount per student is:
$125 for primary school students
$225 for secondary school students

Applications must be received by

June
MORE INFORMATION
For more information about CSEF visit:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last year, you do
not need to complete an application form this year unless
there has been a change in your family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any of the
following changes have occurred:
new student enrolments; your child has started or
changed schools this year.
changed family circumstances; such as a change of
custody, change of name, concession card number,
or new siblings commencing this year.
Concession Card eligibility date has changed
Check with the school office if you are unsure.

